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Speech Therapy Handout for Teachers
Reference and Red Flags
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What are

Ph(mological
Processes?

Phonological processes are the patterns that young chikdren use
tosimply ol speech. Allchidren us hes proceses whi e
speoch and language are developing. For example, very young
children (ages 1 o 3] may say "wa-wa” for "waer* or *fat* for “cat.”
Oher children may leave out he final sound in words (for example,

pi” for *pig” or *ha for *hat.9 Up fo age 3, these are appropriate
productions. As chidren mature, 50 does their speech and they

using these patterns fo simplify words. In faci, by age 5, most children
stop using all phonological processes and their speech sounds more
like the aduls around fhem.

As children stop using phonological processes, their speech
becomes more understandable. This allows them o become befter
communicalors. For example, between 1% and 2 years of age,
ypically developing children may produce around 50 words.
Between the ages of 4% and 5 years, children are able fo produce
up 1o 2,000 words. When children confinue fo apply these processes
or patterns fo their speech AND learn new words ot the same fime,
their spoech can become very difficultfo understand. Many fimes fhe
children do not hear the differences in the words and will say one
‘word to mean three different ones.  For example, children who
continue fo delete the inial consonant from a word may say *all”

o mean each of these words: fall, ball, wall.
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Types of Phonological Processes
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Pg. 22

Sound in Isolation: Elicitation Techniques
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